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The Nestorians,who number altogether about 200,000,
reject both the name " Nested" and the doctrine of
Nestorius. The term is probably a corruption of
" Nessarani," from Nazareth, commonly applied in the
East to the Christians. But however this "be, they call
themselves Kaldani, or Chaldeans, and claim to be the
survivors of the old Christian people of Mesopotamia,
who were of Chaldean or Assyrian stock. Those of
Mosul and others still speak a corrupt Semitic tongue,
which they call modern Chaldean, and which is certainly
an Aramaic dialect closely allied to Syriac.

Notwithstanding their lawless and predatory habits,
the Kurds have developed a few simple industries. They
breed a degenerate species of the Angora goat, from the
hair of which are woven rugs and carpets which have
found their way to the European market. They also
produce coarse woollen, silken, and cotton stuffs, besides
earthenware, leather work, hardware, and especially
arms. The widely-scattered tribes of Kurdish stock
number altogether probably about 3,000,000, of whom
1,250,000 live in Turkey.

While the Armenians are certainly intruders in their
present domain, the Kurds appear to represent the ab-
original pre-Aryan race, which at a remote period ex-
tended almost continuously from the southern slopes of
the Caucasus throughout the whole of the present
Armenia, Lazistan, and Kurdistan. This race, the Allo-
phylian of Herodotus, spoke an archaic form of the
Caucasian language, which still survives amongst the
Georgians, Mingrelians, Lazes, and most other South
Caucasian peoples. That it was also the primitive
speech of the Kurds may be inferred from the cuneiform
inscriptions discovered in the Van district, which Pro-
fessor A. H. Sayce has deciphered by means of the
Georgian language. At present, however, the Kurds are